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The fallacy that “the PRC has never governed

Taiwan” must be laid to rest

O Wang Yingjin

Recently, Lai Ching-te, in the so-called “Ten Lectures on
Unity,” disregarded the facts and repeated self-deceiving
rhetoric, claiming that “Taiwan is not a part of the People’s
Republic of China (PRC), and the PRC has never ruled
Taiwan.” Then, does the PRC actually exercise sovereign
jurisdiction over the Taiwan region? The answer is
affirmative. Looking back at history, it is not difficult to find
that since 1949, especially since 1971, the PRC government
has exercised sovereign power such as representation
or jurisdiction over Taiwan region in different periods
through political or military means, directly or indirectly,

affirmatively or negatively.

I. The government of the PRC has always
exercised its representation over Taiwan

As the sole legitimate government representing China that
is widely recognized by the international community, the
PRC government naturally has the right to represent the
Taiwan region, which is a part of China. For this reason,
whenever there are affairs involving Taiwan region,
the United Nations and all the countries concerned will
communicate and consult with the PRC government and

respect its handling opinions.

From a practical perspective, the PRC government not only
actively and proactively exercises its representation of the
Taiwan region in the international community, but also
does so in a negative form (that is, by rejecting the activities
or behaviors of the Taiwan authorities in the international

community that are inconsistent with their status).

First, the government of the PRC does not allow the

Taiwan region to participate in the United Nations or other
international organizations that only sovereign states can
join. In practice, international organizations generally
consult with the government of the PRC on issues such as
whether to allow Taiwan region to participate, as well as
its qualifications, identities, and names for participation,
and determine the final outcome based on China’s stance.
For instance, Taiwan’s participation in the World Trade
Organization (WTO), International Olympic Committee
(IOC), Asia-Pacific Economic Cooperation (APEC), and
Asian Development Bank (ADB), etc., is only permitted by
these international organizations with the prior consent of
the PRC government under appropriate names (such as “the
Separate Customs Territory of Taiwan, Penghu, Kinmen,

Matsu,” “Chinese Taipei,” or “Taiwan of China”).

Meanwhile, when Taiwan participates in any international
organization, it must do so as a non-sovereign entity, and its
scope of activities is strictly limited to non-political fields
such as society, economy and culture. This institutional
arrangement not only formally upholds the one-China
principle, but also essentially reflects the authority of
the PRC government to decide on Taiwan’s participation
in international activities. This is precisely the direct
manifestation of the PRC government exercising its

representative power over Taiwan.

Second, the PRC government does not allow countries
that have diplomatic relations with China to develop
official relations with the Taiwan authorities. At present,
183 countries have established diplomatic relations with
the PRC. All countries that have established diplomatic

relations with the PRC must sever the so-called “diplomatic
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relations” with the Taiwan authorities. Moreover, when
these countries have dealings with the Taiwan authorities,
they should commit to the Chinese side that it is “unofficial,

regional and of a civilian nature.”

Meanwhile, the PRC government firmly opposes any country
interfering in the Taiwan question in any form, selling
weapons to Taiwan, or forming any kind of military alliance
with the Taiwan authorities. All these are manifestations of the
sovereignty that the PRC government possesses and exercises

over the Taiwan region.

Third, the PRC government actively safeguards the safety and
legitimate rights and interests of Taiwan compatriots abroad. For
example, Chinese diplomatic and consular missions abroad have
provided equal protection of the legitimate rights and interests
to mainland and Taiwan compatriots in evacuation operations

and rights protection efforts.

Over the years, whether in issuing consular documents,
assisting in handling civil disputes, economic or criminal cases
abroad involving people from the Taiwan region, or during
evacuations in Libya, Yemen, and Sudan, and in crises such as
the Israel-Palestine conflict or natural disasters like typhoons
and earthquakes, Chinese diplomatic and consular missions
have promptly reached out to Taiwan compatriots abroad and
provided them with timely assistance. These cases are concrete
manifestations of the PRC government exercising sovereignty

over the Taiwan region.

The above indicates that the PRC government has been
exercising its representation of the Taiwan region in the
international community. Therefore, the claim made by Lai
Ching-te in his speech that “the PRC has never ruled Taiwan
for a single day” does not conform to the facts. The prolonged
existence of a state of civil war across the Taiwan Strait has
not granted the Taiwan authorities an independent status in
international law, nor can it change the fact that Taiwan is a

part of China’s territory.

Il. The government of the PRC exercises
jurisdiction over Taiwan

Due to the political confrontation across the Strait, the Taiwan
authorities exercise de facto control and governance over the
Taiwan region. This undoubtedly seriously hinders the PRC
government from exercising full jurisdiction over the Taiwan
region. However, this cannot change the fact that the PRC
government legally possesses and exercises jurisdiction over

the Taiwan region.

First, the national judicial organs exercise judicial jurisdiction
over personnel who violate relevant national laws in the
Taiwan region. For instance, on June 21, 2024, the Supreme
People’s Court, the Supreme People’s Procuratorate, the
Ministry of Public Security, the Ministry of State Security, and
the Ministry of Justice jointly issued the “Opinions on Legally
Punishing the Crimes of ‘Taiwan Independence’ Diehards
Who Secede the Country and incite Secession.” This Opinion,
based on laws such as the Anti-Secession Law, the Criminal
Law of the PRC, and the Criminal Procedure Law of the PRC,
as well as relevant judicial interpretations, stipulates that state
judicial organs shall exercise judicial jurisdiction over “Taiwan
independence” diehards who commit crimes of secession and

incitement in the Taiwan region in accordance with the law.

Second, national law enforcement agencies exercise administrative
jurisdiction over certain areas controlled by the Taiwan authorities.
After the fishing boat collision incident in Kinmen in February 2024,
the Fujian Coast Guard has carried out regular law enforcement
patrols in the waters near Kinmen, strengthened law enforcement
patrols in key sea areas, and intensified control over relevant
sea areas to effectively safeguard the legitimate rights and
interests as well as the lives and property of fishermen on both
sides of the Taiwan Strait including Taiwan compatriots. It has
effectively guaranteed the normal navigation and operation
order in the relevant sea areas. This indicates that the PRC
not only has sovereignty over the Taiwan region, but also is

actually exercising effective jurisdiction over the region.



Third, the judicial authorities of the state exercise judicial
jurisdiction over suspects from Taiwan who have committed
crimes abroad. In April 2016, the PRC government requested
the Kenyan side to repatriate several criminal suspects from
Taiwan involved in the “telecommunications fraud case”
and have them tried on the Chinese mainland. In accordance
with Chinese laws, they were sentenced and received lawful
punishments. Apart from Kenya, countries such as Spain,
the Philippines, Malaysia, Cambodia and Myanmar have also
repatriated many criminal suspects from the Taiwan region
to the Chinese police. This is not only a manifestation of the
relevant countries’ adherence to the one-China principle, but
also a demonstration of China strengthening sovereignty over
Taiwan by exercising judicial jurisdiction over criminal acts

committed by residents of the Taiwan region abroad.

Fourth, the national military exercises military jurisdiction
over the sea areas or airspace around Taiwan Island. In
recent years, in order to oppose the “Taiwan independence”
separatism and the interference of external forces, the Chinese
People’s Liberation Army (PLA) has organized large-scale
military exercises around Taiwan Island on multiple occasions,
such as “Joint Sword-2024A,”* Joint Sword-2024B,” “Strait
Thunder-2025A,” etc., and has carried out regular combat
readiness patrols in the sea and airspace around Taiwan
Island. The PLA military aircraft entering Taiwan’s so-called
“southwest airspace” has become a routine practice. All of
them are manifestations of the sovereign jurisdiction exercised
by the national military over the Taiwan region, and have been

recognized and respected by the international community.

lll. The de facto jurisdiction of the Taiwan
authorities is not legitimate

In 1949, the PRC completed the succession of the government
of the Republic of China. From a legal perspective, since then,
the Taiwan authorities have had no qualification to exercise
jurisdiction over the Taiwan region. However, from a practical

perspective, due to the long-term military confrontation and
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political opposition across the Strait, the Taiwan authorities
still exercise control and governance over the Taiwan region
under the name of the former “Republic of China.” This, in
fact, hinders the government of the PRC from exercising full
jurisdiction over the Taiwan region and results in a situation
where the de jure sovereign and the de facto administrator are
not entirely the same. Historically, when a local government
controlled a part of a country’s territory and excluded the
effective jurisdiction of the central government, this situation
is usually referred to as local separatism. Although the
central government cannot exercise full jurisdiction over
the area controlled by a local separatist regime for the time
being, it does not change the fact that the area is a part of the
country’s territory, nor does it change the power of the central

government to exercise sovereignty over the area.

However, what sets the Taiwan authorities apart from previous
local separatist regimes is that they use the fact that they have
long controlled and governed the Taiwan region to argue that
the “Republic of China” still exists, and further assert that they
legally own the Taiwan region. This is untenable both legally
and in fact. It is well known that “de facto possession” and
“de jure ownership” are two different things, and there is no
necessary connection between them. The fact that the Taiwan
authorities control and govern the Taiwan region does not
mean that they legally own the region. The Taiwan authorities’
distortion of “de facto possession” as “de jure ownership” is
nothing but a bait-and-switch trick meant purely for deception.
The fact that the Taiwan authorities have long exercised
powers that they do not legally possess precisely indicates
their lack of legitimacy and legality in exercising these
powers. In conclusion, although the PRC government has not
yet exercised full jurisdiction over the Taiwan region, this does
not change the fact that the PRC has sovereignty over Taiwan.
Lai Ching-te’s absurd and ill-intentioned fallacies should come

to an end!

(The author is Wang Yingjin, director of the Cross-Strait Relations
Research Center at the Renmin University of China) &3
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