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The Belt and Road Initiative: A Key Pillar of the
Global Community of Shared Future

(11D

© The State Council Information Office of the People’ s Republic of China

Il. Paving the Way Towards Shared
Development and Prosperity

The BRI is in alignment with the concept of a global
community of shared future. It promotes and puts into
action ideas that are relevant to the present era, the world,
development, security, openness, cooperation, civilization,
and governance. It provides not only a conceptual framework
but also a practical roadmap for all nations to achieve shared

development and prosperity.

1. Principles: extensive consultation, joint
contribution, and shared benefits

The BRI is founded on the principles of extensive
consultation, joint contribution, and shared benefits. It
advocates win-win cooperation in pursuit of the greater
good and shared interests. It emphasizes that all countries
are equal participants, contributors and beneficiaries,
and encourages economic integration, interconnected

development, and the sharing of achievements.
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The principle of extensive consultation signifies that the BRI
is not a solo endeavor by China, but a collaborative effort
involving all stakeholders. This principle promotes and
activates authentic multilateralism, encouraging collective
decision-making while fully respecting the varying levels
of development, economic structures, legal systems, and
cultural traditions of different nations. It emphasizes equal
participation, effective communication, collective wisdom,
freedom from any political or economic preconditions,
and voluntary engagement to foster maximum consensus.
Irrespective of size, strength and wealth, all countries
participate on an equal footing and can provide opinions and

proposals in bilateral and multilateral cooperation.

Under this principle, economies at different stages of
development will reinforce bilateral or multilateral
communication, jointly identify and establish innovative
cooperation mechanisms, and provide a platform
for dialogue, cooperation and participation in global

governance.

The principle of joint contribution highlights that the BRI is
not one of China’s international aid programs or geopolitical
tool, but a collaborative effort for shared development. It
aims to align with existing regional mechanisms rather
than becoming their substitute and leverage complementary
strengths. This principle emphasizes the participation
of all parties involved, substantial coordination with the
development strategies of relevant countries and regions,
and the identification and utilization of their respective
development potential and comparative strengths. The
objective is to collectively create new opportunities,
driving forces, and development space while achieving
complementary and interactive growth by capitalizing on

each party’s strengths and capabilities.

To promote extensive participation, this principle encourages
countries and businesses to engage through various forms
such as bilateral cooperation, third-party market cooperation
and multilateral cooperation, thereby creating synergy
for development. This principle values market forces and

promotes market-oriented operations to further the interests

and meet the expectations of all parties involved. In this
context, businesses play a central role as the main actors,
while the government’s responsibility lies in building
platforms, establishing mechanisms, and providing policy
guidance. China’s key role in BRI cooperation stems from
its economic size, market scale, experience in infrastructure
construction, capacity to produce low-cost, high-quality,
high-performance equipment, and comprehensive strengths

in industry, capital, technology, talent and management.

The principle of shared benefits underscores the importance
of win-win cooperation. It aims to identify common interests
and grounds for cooperation, meet the development needs of
all parties, and address the real concerns of the people. This
principle emphasizes sharing development opportunities and
outcomes among all participating countries, ensuring that
none of them is left behind. Most participants are developing
countries, all seeking to leverage collective strengths to
address challenges such as inadequate infrastructure,
lagging industrial development, limited industrialization,
insufficient capital and technology, and a shortage of
skilled workers, to promote their own economic and social

development.

Under the BRI framework, China pursues the greater good
and shared interests, with the former taking precedence,
by providing assistance to partner countries within its
capabilities and genuinely supporting other developing
countries to accelerate development. Simultaneously,
through BRI cooperation, China aims to foster all-round
opening up by building connections with other countries
over land and sea while creating synergy between its eastern
and western regions. It seeks to build a more advanced open
economy and create a double development dynamic with
the domestic economy as the mainstay and the domestic
economy and international engagement providing mutual

reinforcement.

2. Concepts: open, green and clean
cooperation

The BRI is committed to open, green and clean cooperation



towards inclusive and sustainable development. It has zero
tolerance for corruption and promotes steady and high-quality

growth.

The BRI is a public road open to all, not a private path owned
by any single party. It is free from geopolitical calculations.
It does not aim to create an exclusive club, nor does it target
at any party. It does not form cliques based on specific
ideological standards. It has no intention of establishing
military alliances. Countries from Eurasia, Africa, the
Americas, and Oceania are all welcome to participate in
the initiative, regardless of their political system, historical
background, culture, development stage, ideology, or religious
beliefs, as long as they seek common development. All
participants uphold principles of openness and inclusiveness,
while firmly opposing protectionism, unilateralism and
hegemonism, and working together to create an all-round,
three-dimensional landscape of interconnectivity. The goals
are to develop a new model of cooperation based on win-win
outcomes, shared responsibility, and collective participation,
build a global network of partnerships, and nurture a

harmonious coexistence for humanity.

The BRI embraces the global trend of green and low-carbon
development, emphasizes respecting and protecting nature
and following its laws, and respects the right of all parties to

pursue sustainable and eco-friendly growth.

Based on a shared commitment to eco-environmental
considerations, the parties involved have carried out policy
dialogues, and shared ideas and achievements in green
development. Through closer cooperation in areas such
as green infrastructure, renewable energy, eco-friendly
transport, and sustainable finance, all parties work together
to broaden consensus and take concrete steps towards green
development. The ultimate goal is to establish a resource-
efficient, eco-conscious and low-carbon Silk Road, thereby
making a significant contribution to protecting the eco-
environment, achieving peak carbon and neutrality goals and

addressing climate change.

Leveraging its expertise in renewable energy, energy
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conservation, environmental protection and clean production,
and employing Chinese technology, products and experience,
China actively promotes BRI cooperation in green

development.

Clean governance is considered an intrinsic and necessary
condition for the steady and sustained development of the
BRI, with a commitment to transparency in cooperation.
All participants joined to combat corruption, strengthening
their legal systems and mechanisms, harmonizing their laws
and regulations, and fostering international cooperation.
Furthermore, all participants stand united against all forms
of corruption and other international criminal activities,
and work consistently to combat commercial bribery.
This ensures that financial resources and projects are
managed with integrity and efficiency, leading to greater
outcomes and making BRI cooperation an example of clean

governance.

In April 2019, together with relevant countries, international
organizations, and representatives from the business
and academic communities, China launched the Beijing
Initiative for the Clean Silk Road. This initiative calls for
a clean Silk Road characterized by extensive consultation,
joint contribution, and shared benefits. Chinese companies
expanding globally are committed to compliance and lawful
operations, adhering to the laws of both China and the host
countries and to international norms. They have particularly
heightened their capacity to mitigate overseas operational
risks, strengthening project supervision and management to
ensure the delivery of clean, cost-efficient and high-quality

projects.

State-owned enterprises (SOEs) directly under the central
government have released 868 guidelines of compliance in key
areas, and defined 5,000-plus job compliance responsibilities;
SOEs and financial institutions directly under the central
government and their branches have formulated and updated
more than 15,000 rules for managing overseas operations. In
November 2020, more than 60 Chinese enterprises engaged
in extensive BRI cooperation joined in launching the Integrity

and Compliance Initiative for BRI Enterprises. &3
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