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Striving Vigorously to Write a Splendid Chapter;
Upholding the Original
Aspiration to Pursue Reunification

© Zhong Houtao Wen Xuan

On March 5, 2026, the Fourth Session of the 14th National
People's Congress opened at the Great Hall of the People in
Beijing. Premier Li Qiang of the State Council delivered
the Report on the Work of the Government on behalf
of the State Council. The Taiwan-related content of
the report emphasizes: "We will fully implement the
Party's overall policy for the new era on resolving the
Taiwan question. We will stay committed to the one-
China principle and the1992 Consensus, resolutely fight
against separatist forces aimed at 'Taiwan independence,’
and oppose external interference, so as to promote
the peaceful development of cross-Strait relations
and advance the cause of national reunification. We
will promote exchanges, cooperation, and integrated
development across the Taiwan Strait, and people on
both sides of the Strait should work together to pass on
and carry forward Chinese culture. We will implement
policies designed to ensure equal treatment for our
Taiwan compatriots, so as to improve the wellbeing of
the Chinese people on both sides. Working together, all
of us Chinese will realize the great cause of national
rejuvenation."This concise passage of about 140
Chinese characters carries extremely rich connotations,
comprehensively expounding the major policies,
principles, positions, goals and tasks of the work on
Taiwan. It not only demonstrates the consistency and
continuity of the Chinese mainland's major policies
toward Taiwan, but also endows them with richer
contemporary connotations on the new journey. It sends
a clear signal of advancing the great cause of national
reunification in a pragmatic manner with both firmness and
flexibility, addressing both symptoms and root causes, and
injecting strong impetus into the development of cross-

Strait relations in the new year.

I. Implement the Party's overall strategy
for resolving the Taiwan question for a
new era to safeguard the fundamental
interests of the Chinese nation

The Party's overall strategy for resolving the Taiwan
questionfor a new era is a valuable crystallization and
fundamental guidance for the work on Taiwan through
maintaining integrity and making innovations since
the 18th National Congress of the Communist Party of
China (CPC). It is an important component of Xi Jinping
Thought on Socialism with Chinese Characteristics for
a New Era. It profoundly answers major theoretical and
practical questions concerning the fundamental guarantee,
historical orientation, strategic thinking, major policies,
political foundation, practical approaches, fundamental
driving forces, inherent requirements, external conditions
and strategic support for advancing national reunification
for a new era and on the new journey. It points out the
direction for resolving the Taiwan question and realizing
the complete reunification of our motherland for a new
era, and therefore must be adhered to for a long time and
fully implemented. Wang Huning, member of the Standing
Committee of the Political Bureau of the CPC Central
Committee and chairman of the National Committee of
the Chinese People's Political Consultative Conference
(CPPCC), pointed out when attending the 2026 Conference
on Work Related to Taiwan that we must take Xi Jinping
Thought on Socialism with Chinese Characteristics for
a New Era as the guide, fully implement President Xi
Jinping's important expositions on work related to Taiwan
and the Party's overall strategy for resolving the Taiwan
questionfor a new era, perform our work on Taiwan with

a high sense of responsibility and mission, firmly grasp
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the leading role and initiative in cross-Strait relations, and
unswervingly promote the peaceful development of cross-
Strait relations and advance the great cause of national

reunification.

The Taiwan-related part of the 2026 Report on the Work
of the Government makes its position clear at the very
beginning, stressing in its first sentence the need to fully
implement the Party's overall policy for the new era on
resolving the Taiwan question.This is highly consistent
with and carries forward the spirit of the 20th CPC
National Congress. So far, the 14th Five-Year Plan has
been successfully completed. The Chinese mainland's
comprehensive strength has reached a new level, and
Chinese-style modernization has embarked on a new
journey. The mainland's overwhelming advantage over
Taiwan continues to grow. No matter how chaotic the
political situation on the island becomes and how volatile
the external situation is, the mainland will firmly grasp
the leading role and initiative in cross-Strait relations and
elevate cross-Strait exchanges, cooperation and integrated
development to a higher level. This stability and continuity
stem from high confidence in the mainland's comprehensive
strength and a high sense of responsibility for the wellbeing
of compatriots on both sides of the Strait. Currently, in
the turbulent, complex and severe international situation,
this certainty that stabilizes expectations and sets the right

direction is all the more precious.

Il. Adhere to the one—China principle and the
1992 Consensus to consolidate the political
foundation for the peaceful development
of cross—Strait relations

The one-China principle is the anchor for peace and stability
across the Taiwan Strait and the peaceful development of
cross-Strait relations. The 1992 Consensus, which embodies
the one-China principle, clearly defines the fundamental
nature of cross-Strait relations, namely, both the mainland
and Taiwan belong to one China, and cross-Strait relations
are not state-to-state relations nor "one China, one Taiwan."

Although the two sides of the Strait have not yet been

reunified, China's sovereignty and territorial integrity have
never been divided. The historical fact and legal basis that
both sides of the Strait belong to one country and Taiwan is
an integral part of China have never changed and will never

change.

For some time, the Taiwan Strait has seen renewed tensions,
and the Democratic Progressive Party (DPP) authorities
have been making constant provocations, sowing hidden
dangers for cross-Strait relations. At this critical juncture,
the 2026 Report on the Work of the Government reaffirms
the one-China principle and the 1992 Consensus to set rules
and draw red lines for the DPP authorities. This strategic
confidence and resolve stem from the continuous growth of
the Chinese mainland's comprehensive strength, the ever-
strengthening international consensus on the one-China
principle, and above all, the shared aspiration of compatriots
on both sides of the Strait for peace over war, development
over turmoil, exchanges over confrontations, and dialogues
over conflicts. Moreover, this also sends a clear signal to
the international community, especially external forces such
as the United States and Japan—they should fully recognize
that the one-China principle has become a universally
recognized basic norm of international relations and an
important component of the post-WWII international order.
If the US and other external forces continue to connive at
and embolden "Taiwan independence" separatist forces,
they will only bring disaster upon themselves and reap
what they have sown. The Chinese mainland's relevant
countermeasures are not only to safeguard the one-China
principle, and China’s national sovereignty, security and
development interests, but also to firmly uphold the basic
principles of international law, namely non-interference
in the internal affairs of other countries and respect for the

sovereignty and territorial integrity of all countries.

lll. Intensified efforts against separatist
activities aimed at "Taiwan independence":
From "resolutely oppose" to "resolutely
fight against"

Currently, the situation across the Taiwan Strait is complex



and grave. "Taiwan independence"separatist forces keep
making provocative moves seeking "Taiwan independence,"
while external forces, out of the malicious intention of
"containing China by exploiting Taiwan," frequently
create troubles on the Taiwan Strait question. Colluding
with each other, they have become the biggest threat to
peace and stability across the Taiwan Strait.Against this
backdrop, the 2026 Report on the Work of the Government
has revised the expression "resolutely oppose separatist
activities aimed at 'Taiwan independence' used in the 2025
report to "resolutely fight against separatist forces aimed at
'"Taiwan independence''. The shift from "oppose" to "fight
against" is by no means a mere verbal change. It represents
an accurate assessment of and a targeted response to the
current cross-Strait situation, and embodies the bottom-line
thinking and the will to fight. It marks that the containment
of "Taiwan independence"separatist forces has shifted from
moral condemnation to proactive punishment across legal,
administrative, military and other dimensions, and from
"passively responding tothe risk and curbing the separatist
momentum" to "taking the initiative to remove hidden
dangers and imposing targeted penalties." The previous
wording"oppose" focuses on stating positions, while the
fresh diction "fight against" highlights law-based measures,
coordinated policies and resolute actions, demonstratingthe
Chinese mainland's strategic confidence and practical sense
of responsibility in firmly holding the leading role and
initiative in cross-Strait relations.At the Fourth Session of
the 14th National People's Congress, Zhang Jun, president
of the Supreme People's Court, stated in the Report on
the Work of the Supreme People's Court: "We should
implement the Anti-Secession Law and severely punish
diehard 'Taiwan independence' elements. Li Yanhe was
convicted and sentenced in accordance with law for inciting
secession and undermining national reunification."Ying
Yong, procurator-general of the Supreme People's
Procuratorate, also stressed in the Report on the Work of
the Supreme People's Procuratorate that the procuratorial
organs should "punish in accordance with law the crimes
committed by diehard 'Taiwan independence' elements of
splitting the country and inciting secession, and safeguard

national sovereignty, unity and territorial integrity."All
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these have sent the strongest message to "Taiwan
independence" separatist forces that they will be contained
in accordance with law.In addition to using the term "fight
against" on "Taiwan independence" separatist forces for
the first time, the report reaffirmed China’s commitment
to "oppose external interference." This makes it clear that
the Chinese mainland's original aspiration of safeguarding
peace and stability across the Taiwan Strait remains
unchanged, its resolve to advance national reunification is
unwavering, and its strategic determination is never shaken

by disturbances stirred up by external forces.

More than 70 years of cross-Strait relations have provided
profound historical enlightenment: only by resolutely
containing disruptive forces such as "Taiwan independence"
separatists can we safeguard the common home of
compatriots on both sides of the Strait; only by firmly
holding the leading role and initiative in the development
of cross-Strait relations can we prevent the situation
across the Taiwan Strait from sliding into an abyss.To
effectively safeguard national sovereignty and territorial
integrity,China has set its defense budget at 1.909561
trillion yuan for 2026, representing a seven percent increase.
This marks the fifth consecutive year that China's defense
budget growth has exceeded seven percent since 2022.
This demonstrates that the Chinese mainland will continue
to strengthen its awareness of potential dangers, uphold
bottom-line thinking, be brave in taking tough measures
and adept in carrying out struggles, and further shape the
overwhelming trend of opposing "Taiwan independence"
and promoting reunification. The mainland will resolutely
curb "Taiwan independence" separatist acts and external
interference, guard against grave risks including turbulent
and even stormy situations across the Taiwan Strait, firmly
defend national sovereignty and territorial integrity, and
foster a peaceful and stable environment across the Taiwan
Strait for advancing the great rejuvenation of the Chinese

nation through Chinese-style modernization.

IV. Continue to deepen cross-Strait
integrated development and implement
policies designed to ensureequal treatment
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for our Taiwan compatriots

The ultimate goal of fighting against separatist forces
aimed at "Taiwan independence" and opposing external
interference is to safeguard peace and stability across
the Taiwan Strait, foster a sound environment for the
peaceful development of cross-Strait relations, and remove
obstacles for cross-Strait exchanges and cooperation in all
fields. The consistency of our policies is reflected in our
unwavering adherence to principles and bottom lines, while
the flexibility of our strategies is shown in our strategic
composure and resolute, effective response to challenges.
The 2026 Report on the Work of the Government explicitly
puts forward the implementation of policies designed
to ensure equal treatment for our Taiwan compatriots.
This marks a new stage in which cross-Strait integrated
development has gradually shifted from top-level design
to concrete implementation, focusing on the "last mile" of
policy delivery. It turns the equal treatment for our Taiwan
compatriots from "planning on paper" into "real results on
the ground," enabling Taiwan compatriots to better share
in the dividends of the mainland's development.According
to the General Administration of Customs,total cross-Strait
trade volume reached 314.33 billion US dollars in 2025,
with the mainland's exports to Taiwan up 11.2% and imports
from Taiwan up 6.0%.This fully demonstrates that cross-
Strait economic cooperation features strong momentum,
high resilience and great potential. It clearly shows that
strengthening cross-Strait economic cooperation and
deepening cross-Strait integrated development is the right
path serving the common interests of compatriots on both
sides of the Strait. It also fully proves that any attempt to
promote "decoupling and severing supply chains" between
the two sides and weaken cross-Strait economic and trade

ties is reactionary and doomed to failure.

Deepening cross-Strait exchanges and cooperation and
improving the wellbeing of Taiwan compatriots have
never been empty slogans, but concrete protection and
responsibility demonstrated by stepping forward bravely in
times of crisis. Recently, with the resurgence of war in the

Middle East, the Chinese mainland launched an emergency

evacuation operation for overseas nationals. In this critical
rescue effort, Taiwan compatriots holding the Mainland
Travel Permit for Taiwan Residents received fully equal
consular protection and rescue services throughout the
process. This is the most direct, tangible and vivid illustration
of implementing equal treatment for Taiwan compatriots
and advancing cross-Strait integrated development.Looking
ahead, no matter how the situation across the Taiwan Strait
evolves, the Chinese mainland's resolve to steer cross-Strait
relations along the right path will not waver, and its sincerity
in working for the wellbeing of Taiwan compatriots remains
unchanged. With the sustained and sound development of the
Chinese mainland's economy during the 15th Five-Year Plan
period, the cross-Strait economic cooperation and integrated
development will feature more solid foundations, ever-
expanding fields, and ever-improving levels.In the future,
the Chinese mainland will continue to uphold the vision
that "compatriots on both sides of the Strait are one family,"
adhere to the principle of "promoting integration through
connectivity, through preferential policies and through
emotional bonds." Through a series of policy innovations and
institutional pilots, we will better respect, care for and benefit
Taiwan compatriots, so that integrated development will
truly enter the daily lives of compatriots on both sides of the
Strait. The vast number of Taiwan compatriots should also
actively integrate and align themselves with the mainland's
development. Like rivers flowing into the sea, they should
consciously participate in the overall national development,
and more closely integrate Taiwan's unique strengths with the
mainland's vast market and development momentum. This
will not only help enhance the resilience and risk resistance
of Taiwan's economic development, but also promote
common development across the Strait, and eventually form

a community of shared future with a shared stake.

V. Promote the spiritual affinity between
compatriots on both sides of the Strait to
consolidate the spiritual foundation for
peaceful reunification of China

Compatriots on both sides of the Strait share the same

roots, origin and culture. The time-honored Chinese culture



is the spiritual tie bonding the blood of compatriots on
both sides of the Strait, and the common precious treasure
of both. It plays a fundamental and foundational role in
the development of cross-Strait relations. In recent years,
driven by the motherland's policies, an increasing number
of Taiwan compatriots have visited and exchanged with
the mainland. In 2025, cross-Strait personnel exchanges
exceeded five million trips, hitting a six-year high. Taiwan
compatriots have marveled at the magnificent beauty of
the motherland's great rivers and mountains, experienced
the vibrant landscape of Chinese-style modernization, and
appreciated the unique charm of Chinese culture. It helps
bridge the psychological gap between compatriots on both
sides of the Strait, enhance their shared historical memory
and emotional resonance, resolve psychological barriers
caused by special historical reasons, and continuously
strengthen their sense of identity and pride as dignified

Chinese people.

Cross-Strait discrepancies are, in the final analysis,
caused by long-term separation and the instigation of
external forces. The best way to resolve discrepancies is
to remove man-made barriers and build bridges for heart-
to-heart communication. The 2026 Report on the Work
of the Government explicitly proposes for the first time
to "work together to pass on and carry forward Chinese
culture," placing cultural bonds in a prominent position
in the development of cross-Strait relations and injecting
deeper impetus into spiritual affinity. Emphasizing the
joint inheritance of Chinese culture in this overarching
governmental document reflects the inherent logic of
"promoting integration through emotional bonds". This not
only helps safeguard shared historical memory and counter
the countercurrent of "de-sinicization" on the island and
the misleading of historical nihilism, but also contribute
to cultivating a strong sense of community for the Chinese
nation to dissolve political discrepancies through cultural
identity and build consensus on reunification through the
roots of civilization, thus fostering the most enduring and
profound spiritual support for the peaceful development of
cross-Strait relations.In the future, the Chinese mainland

will seize the historical initiative, adhere to the principle of

g | i—>F | 20065528 1

"greater openness, maximum convenience and enhanced
security" to attract more Taiwan compatriots to visit the
mainland, actively promote the joint promotion of Chinese
culture across the Strait, nurture spiritual affinity between
compatriots on both sides, and enhance Taiwan compatriots'
cultural, national and national identity, laying a solid
foundation for the peaceful development of cross-Strait

relations and national reunification.

Conclusion

The year 2026 marks the 105th anniversary of the founding
of the CPC and the start of the 15th Five-Year Plan period,
bearing great significance in linking the past and the
future. On the eve of the 2026 New Year, President Xi
Jinping delivered an address, extending seasonal greetings
to Chinese people at home and abroad. Xi emphasized
that "compatriots on both sides of the Strait are bound by
blood, and the historical trend of national reunification is
irresistible."In the new year, the Chinese mainland will
thoroughly implement the Party's overall strategy for
resolving the Taiwan questionfor a new era, adhere to the
one-China principle and the 1992 Consensus, stand firm
on its bottom line under strategic guidance, forge ahead
despite difficulties, coordinate the work against "Taiwan
independence" and the overall situation of promoting
integration with dialectical thinking, consolidate public
support through integrated development, and advance the
process of reunification with historical initiative. Taiwan
compatriots should also boost their ambition, backbone
and confidence as Chinese people, echo with the mainland,
team up with mainland compatriots to gather momentum for
promoting the peaceful development of cross-Strait relations
and advancing the great cause of national reunification, and
strive unremittingly for the bright future of the Chinese

people on both sides of the Strait. &3

(Zhong Houtao, professor at University of International
Relations; Wen Xuan, research assistant at Center for
Taiwan, Hong Kong and Macao Studies of University of

International Relations)
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