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Joining Hands to Create a Bright Future of
National Reunification and Revitalization during
the Efforts to Forge a Strong Sense of Community

for the Chinese Nation

© Wang Peng

On April 10, at a meeting with the delegation of the
Chinese Kuomintang (KMT) led by Chairwoman Cheng
Li-wun, Xi Jinping, general secretary of the CPC Central
Committee, put forward several important propositions:
forging closer bonds across the Strait by upholding a
correct understanding of identity, safeguarding the shared
homeland through peaceful development, fostering the well-
being of the people through exchanges and integration, and
achieving national rejuvenation through joint efforts. These
propositions profoundly articulate the major principles and
policies for advancing the peaceful development of cross-
Strait relations and promoting national reunification under
the new circumstances. The meeting between leaders of the
Communist Party of China (CPC) and the KMT, the first
in a decade, holds great significance for the development
of both inter-party relations and cross-Strait relations.
The Outline of the 15th Five-Year Plan also states: "We
must firmly maintain the initiative and the ability to steer
in cross-Strait relations. We must enhance the well-being
of compatriots on both sides of the Strait and steadfast
guardianship of the common home of the Chinese nation."
Advancing the great cause of national reunification and
achieving the great rejuvenation of the Chinese nation are
the goals of forging a strong sense of community for the
Chinese nation. This requires correctly guiding all ethnic
groups to firmly establish the sense of a community of
common destiny. The sense of community for the Chinese
nation is not only an intrinsic quality of all descendants
of the Chinese nation but also the ideological foundation
for advancing the complete national reunification through
Chinese modernization. It plays a tremendous role in
achieving national prosperity and the great rejuvenation of

the Chinese nation.

I. Forging a strong sense of ethnic, cultural
and national identity requires ideological
cultivation centered on the sense of
community for the Chinese nation

Forging closer bonds across the Strait by upholding a
correct understanding of identity requires compatriots
on both sides to jointly strengthen their identity with
the Chinese nation, Chinese culture, and the great
motherland. Forging a strong sense of community for the
Chinese nation, creating a cross-Strait community with
a shared future bound by common interests and destiny,
and comprehensively advancing the complete national
reunification are vivid manifestations of the integration of
the basic tenets of Marxism with China's specific realities
and fine traditional Chinese culture. They are also the
practical goals of adapting Marxism and scientific socialism
to the Chinese context and the needs of the times. Since
the 18th National Congress of the CPC, the CPC Central
Committee has attached great importance to the work
of forging a strong sense of community for the Chinese
nation. Xi Jinping has repeatedly pointed out: "To realize
the Chinese Dream of the great rejuvenation of the Chinese
nation, we must take forging a strong sense of community
for the Chinese nation as the main line and make the cause
of ethnic unity and progress a fundamental undertaking
to be grasped diligently and effectively." The stronger
the sense of community for the Chinese nation is, the
stronger the sense of unity and shared development among
all ethnic groups will be, the more solid the foundation
for safeguarding national unity and territorial integrity
will be, and the more stable the foundation for building a

modern socialist country and realizing the Chinese Dream
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of national rejuvenation will be. These expositions are of
great and far-reaching guiding significance for compatriots
on both sides of the Strait to strengthen their identification
with the Chinese nation, Chinese culture, and the great
motherland, and to continuously foster a stronger sense of

community for the Chinese nation.

Compatriots on both sides of the Strait, by taking a firm
national standpoint, inheriting and promoting Chinese
culture, and advancing Chinese modernization, can not
only build a support system for national reunification
and national rejuvenation but also engage in normative
creation to counter hegemony and build a community with
a shared future for mankind, based on China's realities and
oriented toward the world. This process requires achieving
the great unity of both the Chinese nation and the forces
for peaceful development worldwide. Forging a strong
sense of community for the Chinese nation provides the
strategic and institutional foundation for achieving unity
on both of these scales, and has a mutually reinforcing
relationship with strengthening ethnic, cultural, and national
identity. The 15th Five-Year Plan has once again sounded
the clarion call for comprehensively building a modern
socialist country, calling on us to "forge a stronger sense
of community for the Chinese nation and further develop
it." The incorporation and deepening of the concept of
community for the Chinese nation in Party regulations
and state laws, as well as the normative establishment and
innovative development of its practical system, serve as the
"intellectual lever" in exploring the great cause of national
reunification in the process of Chinese modernization.
Its institutional value and development prospects are

immeasurable.

Il. Resolutely safeguarding our common
homeland for the Chinese nation must
taking the recognition that both sides of
the Strait belong to one China as the key
starting point

Adhering to peaceful development to safeguard our

common homeland requires improving the broader united

front and promoting the peaceful development of cross-
Strait relations. This is not only an important aspect of
Xi Jinping's important thought on united front for the
new era but also an important guarantee for doing the
work well in the new era. It is also a crucial measure for
grasping the historical trend, resolutely safeguarding and
building our common homeland for the Chinese nation, and
unwaveringly realizing the complete national reunification.
The report of the 20th National Congress of the CPC
pointed out that "we will, with a focus on forging a strong
sense of community for the Chinese nation, continue
to take the correct and distinctively Chinese approach
to handling ethnic affairs," highlighting that forging a
strong sense of community for the Chinese nation is an
inevitable requirement for achieving complete national
reunification and the great rejuvenation of the Chinese
nation. The Outline of the 15th Five-Year Plan states that
"we will refine our approach to building a broad united
front with the aim of consolidating and developing the
broadest possible patriotic united front," which is an
inevitable requirement for promoting harmony among the
"five major relationships" (between the CPC and other
political parties, between ethnic groups, religious groups,
social strata, and compatriots at home and abroad) and
promoting high-quality development of united front in the
new era, and is also a key element of the basic tasks of the
patriotic united front for the new era. These programmatic
expositions serve as a guide for actions in Taiwan work
and a vivid practice of the Party's ethnic work in the new
era. They provide fundamental guidance for identifying
"upholding and improving the policy of One Country, Two
Systems and promoting peaceful national reunification" as
an important part of the major strategic task of the entire
Party to comprehensively advance the complete national

reunification.

Xi Jinping, general secretary of the CPC Central
Committee, has pointed out: "Harmony in the family
brings prosperity. We welcome any proposition conducive
to the peaceful development of cross-Strait relations, and
we will do our utmost to accomplish anything conducive

to the peaceful development of cross-Strait relations."



On cross-Strait relations and national reunification, it has
been clearly established to include "upholding the policy
of One Country, Two Systems and promoting national
reunification" in the basic strategy for adhering to and
developing socialism with Chinese characteristics in the
new era. This is to consider and handle the Taiwan question
from the historical perspective of national rejuvenation,
and to contemplate and manage cross-Strait relations from
the perspective of the overall interests of the Chinese
nation. Therefore, for compatriots on both sides of the
Strait to safeguard and build our common homeland, the
fundamental requirement is to adhere to the 1992 Consensus
and oppose "Taiwan independence," and the core starting
point is to recognize that both sides of the Strait belong
to one China. In the process of advancing Chinese
modernization, we must unwaveringly adhere to forge a
strong sense of community for the Chinese nation, stick to
the principle that "both the mainland and Taiwan belong
to one China," and comprehensively advance the complete
national reunification through Chinese modernization. This
is the main line of work for improving the broader united
front and is also inherent in doing the Party's ethnic work

well in the new era.

lll. Inheriting fine traditional Chinese culture
which embodies the cohesive force of the
Chinese nation is an important pathway for
exchanges, interactions, and integration
across the Strait

Fostering the well-being of the people through exchanges
and integration requires fully leveraging the unique role
of fine traditional Chinese culture, upholding the concept
that people on both sides of the Strait are all of the same
family, and continuously increasing cross-Strait exchanges,
dialogue, and positive interaction. The Outline of the
15th Five-Year Plan states that "we will preserve and
promote Chinese fine traditional culture, and enable the
public to enjoy richer and higher-quality cultural life" and
"major initiatives to preserve and develop fine traditional
Chinese culture will be advanced, and a symbolic system

representing Chinese civilization will be established."
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These statements fully reflect that the coordination of
material and spiritual civilization represents the inheritance
and promotion of Chinese civilization, the exploration
of practice and the summarization of experience. For
thousands of years, the great spirit of the Chinese nation
has been passed down from generation to generation,
becoming the lifeblood and soul of the nation's cohesion.
Preserving and promoting fine traditional Chinese culture
is precisely about creative transformation and innovative
development of the coordinated material and spiritual
civilization, and continuous advancement of the modern
Chinese civilization. On the other hand, forging a strong
sense of community for the Chinese nation and building
a shared spiritual homeland for the Chinese nation are
intrinsic requirements for enhancing the Chinese cultural
identity of compatriots on both sides of the Strait, and
they are also important elements of Xi Jinping's cultural
thought. In this process, inheriting fine traditional Chinese
culture which embodies the cohesive force of the Chinese
nation can greatly enhance the sense of identity and pride
of the Chinese nation among compatriots on both sides of
the Strait, strengthen the understanding of the same roots
for Chinese nation shared by both sides, and inspire people
on both sides to jointly forge a sense of community for the

Chinese nation for the new era.

To forge the strong sense of community for the Chinese
nation of compatriots in Taiwan, the fundamental approach
in the long run is to enhance national identity through
cultural identity and accelerate cross-Strait exchanges,
interactions, and integration. Xi Jinping, general secretary
of the CPC Central Committee, stressed that "no matter
how the international landscape and the situation across
the Taiwan Strait may evolve, the overarching trend toward
the great rejuvenation of the Chinese nation will not
change, and the prevailing momentum for the Chinese on
both sides of the Strait to come together will not change."
This has charted the course for the development of cross-
Strait relations, and provided a fundamental principle and
an action guide for compatriots on both sides to improve
their well-being through exchanges and integration.

During the exploration aiming to achieve complete



8 Bt | g2

national reunification, enhancing national identity through
cross-Strait exchanges, interactions, and integration helps
build a discourse system that is understood both within
China and internationally, adding luster to telling China's
story and Chinese culture well. At the same time, it is
necessary to further strengthen the guidance of unified
values for Taiwanese compatriots and cultivate public
opinion foundations for national rejuvenation. Through
exchanges, interactions, and integration, the ultimate
goal is to achieve spiritual harmony among compatriots
on both sides of the Strait as members of the Chinese
nation. Inheriting fine traditional Chinese culture, which
embodies the cohesive force of the Chinese nation,
also requires improving institutional arrangements and
policy measures for forging a strong sense of community
for the Chinese nation, nurturing the common interests
of compatriots on both sides in the Chinese nation, and
integrating these elements into building the "Chinese
Dream" through cross-Strait exchanges, interactions,

and integration.

IV. Accelerating the pace of completely
reunifying our country through Chinese
modernization during the efforts to forge a
strong sense of community for the Chinese
nation

Adhering to striving in unity to achieve the great
rejuvenation of the Chinese nation requires vigorous
advancement of Chinese modernization and construction
of the community for the Chinese nation, and a profound
answer to the question of the times: "Where did the
Chinese nation come from and where is it going?" The
Fourth Plenary Session of the 20th Central Committee of
the Communist Party of China emphasized the need to
"develop a socialist culture with Chinese characteristics
for the new era that has the power to guide, unite, and
inspire our people, and enjoys strong international influence
and steadily advance the development of a country with
influential culture." To improve the role of cultural identity
in rallying hearts and pooling strength, and to enable more

and more Taiwanese compatriots to correctly understand

the mainland's social system and development path, and

profoundly recognize that Taiwan's development prospects
hinge on a strong motherland and that the interests and
well-being of Taiwan compatriots are closely linked to the
great rejuvenation of the Chinese nation, it is necessary to
continuously improve institutional mechanisms for forging
a strong sense of community for the Chinese nation. The
report to the 20th National Congress of the CPC clearly
states: "Resolving the Taiwan question and realizing China’s
complete reunification is, for the Party, a historic mission
and an unshakable commitment. It is also a shared aspiration
of all the sons and daughters of the Chinese nation and a
natural requirement for realizing the rejuvenation of the
Chinese nation." With the implementation of the "two-step"
strategic plan, China has gradually gained overwhelming
and irreversible strategic advantages in resolving the
Taiwan question, and has greater confidence and capability
to achieve complete national reunification in the process
of national rejuvenation. However, we must also have a

clear understanding: The period of forging a strong sense of



community for the Chinese nation is a period of profound

qualitative change in the strategic environment for national
reunification and a crucial period for accelerating the pace
of the reunification process. It is also a critical period for
exploring, deliberating, shaping, and finalizing Chinese
modernization and the great rejuvenation of the Chinese
nation under the goal of achieving complete national
reunification. Realizing this great goal is a medium-to-
long-term task that cannot be accomplished overnight. We
must have a sense of urgency about time, maintain strategic
focus, confidence, and patience, and also proceed from
reality, move forward step by step, persevere continuously,

and make solid progress in all work.

To accelerate the pace of achieving complete national
reunification through Chinese modernization during the
efforts to forge a strong sense of community for the Chinese
nation, we must resolutely safeguard national sovereignty,
security, and development interests, educate and guide

compatriots on both sides of the Strait to inherit and carry
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forward the patriotic tradition and conscientiously safeguard
national reunification and security as well as social
stability. Using Chinese modernization to comprehensively
advance the complete national reunification is a type of
modernization that pursues peaceful development. It also
represents the global vision and sense of responsibility
in building the community for the Chinese nation. This
requires reinforced efforts in risk prevention, theoretical
innovation, the united front, and shaping public opinion.
Since ancient times, the Chinese people have understood
the principle of "harmony in diversity" and have always
advocated seeking common ground while reserving
differences, promoting inclusiveness and coexistence,
fostering mutual learning and integration, and pursuing
"harmony among all nations" and "amity and good-
neighborliness." As Xi Jinping pointed out: "The CPC and
the KMT should consolidate political mutual trust, maintain
positive interaction, unite compatriots on both sides of the
Strait, and join hands to create a bright future of national
reunification and rejuvenation." We must always embrace
a global vision, uphold the fundamental nature of Chinese
civilization, create new forms of human civilization by
forging a strong sense of community for the Chinese nation,
and continuously explore the One Country, Two Systems-
based reunification plans and approaches that align with
the interests and expectations of compatriots on both sides
of the Strait. We must continue to uphold and improve the
One Country, Two Systems institutional framework, form
a broader united front at home and abroad supporting that,
deeply implement the Party's overall strategy for resolving
the Taiwan question in the new era, provide an orientation
for compatriots on both sides of the Strait in forging a
strong sense of community for the Chinese nation, enhance
the cohesion and solidarity of compatriots on both sides
of the Strait, and inspire them to make due contributions
to creating a bright future of national reunification and

rejuvenation through joint efforts! &3

(Wang Peng, researcher of the Research Base for Forging a
Strong Sense of Community for the Chinese Nation, Jinan

University)
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